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Its manufacturing passes through several
stages until it takes its final shape which
is known by a stone.

Its extraction is considered one of the
most important hand crafts that the
“Yemeni”. People are famous for since
the dawn of history, and the hand craft
activity is still bustling in many families
as an inherited craft.

The <,Yemeni” onyx is used to make
jewelry and in ornamenting rings,
necklaces and others where its fame
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surpasses the boundary of its beauty and
art where it is linked to many legends
and myths.

Some believe that onyx inserts joy and
happiness into the heart, and others
believe that it brings plenty of lively
hood and a lot of good things, and it
protects its owner from any harm; it also
falls into the category of it’s called the
lucky stones.

The circulated explanations and stories
varied about the beginning of knowing

this kind of gems to the “Yemeni”
people, for many stories assume that the
beginning of discovering this precious
stone to the era of “Hamairia” state in
“Yemen”.

The “Yemeni” onyx has many features
and different usages, attracting a lot of
people to come to it and own it.

It also has some artistic specifications
in terms of colors, its rare sizes and
the ornaments which contain pictures
and different shapes and drawings as

well as the beautiful sight that it adds
to the golden and silver industry when
decorated with it.

It is solid and tough that it affects
the glass without being scratched. In
addition to its attractive drawings and
natural inscriptions that man’s hand
does not interfere in its making, but it is
made, as some onyx experts in <,Yemen”
say, as a result of lightning’s or when
it rains on these gems and that’s what
made the Yemeni onyx the most

popular in the exhibitions that “Yemen”
participated in along with some Arab
and western countries. The extract
of ,Yemeni” onyx from its mines is
a process that needs extra efforts in
cracking the rocks from the peaks of
the mountains and the bottoms of the
valleys with iron machinery and an
experience in searching for the places
where the onyx is, and those places are
only known to specialists.

It is worth mentioning that the precious
stones are located within an area that
does not exceed ten meters and its depth
reaches eight meters, then it is extracted
in the shape of blocks that have different
weights inside sandy rocks which are
kind of solid in mountainous areas in the
districts of “Sanaa”, “Loh;j”, “Zomar” and
“Hadramoot”.

The process of “Yemeni” onyx production
is restricted only in the city of old “Sana’a”
apart from other “Yemeni” cities.

In “Bab Al-Yemen” alone there are a lot
of onyx craftsmen and traders where each
one of them tries to convince the visit or

to buy his different shapes and colors of
the precious stones where there are over
twenty kinds of precious stones, the most
important one is the red grenade onyx
and the bushy onyx that is distinguished
by natural shapes and drawings, and the
lyric of the Almighty is inscribed on it.
Also necklaces and rings can be made
from it, and it is the most classic onyx
used in ornament which is also called
the cow trunk, and this name has gone
through history and was documented
by Arab scholars who were interested
in metals and precious stones like the
“Hamadani” in the thirteenth century.
As matter of fact the “Yemeni” craftsmen
assure that the quality of “Yemeni” onyx
due to the fact that people are attached
to the authenticity of their local and
craft products, and due to their deep
belief in its quality given the fact of its
wide historic fame where <,Aristotle”
said about it in the fourth century before
Christ that onyx and its types are so
many and the best is what is brought
from “Yemen”.
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Written by “fadel Ali Ahmad”

he Onyx industry in *Yemen” is considered one of the

most beautiful hand crafts that old “Sanaa” is famous

for specifically. And it is so popular internally and

externally, and its source is from gems that are located
in scattered regions in “Yemen”, where the *Yemeni” Onyx is
extracted from the depth of the mountains.
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customers all year long or for specific
seasons?

A:Indeed, the work is in specific seasons
like winter season or wedding ceremonies
and others, but we have to sell apart from
the days of the seasons to cover the needs
of work at a low price, and this selling
is done to traders where they store the
items and sell them again.

Q: Do these textiles, cloth and other
manufactures that you do have specific
customers and what class of people are

16
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they?

A: Yes, they have specific customers who
knowthevalueandprestigeofthisclothing,
and they are actually from the public.
Q: Do you monopolize this craft or
do you the teach people so that this
heritage does not fade away?

A:Tdo not monopolize this trade, rather
I teach it, and we have many families
that prepare wedding clothing such as
turbans, shirts, buttons, belts and other
clothes.

Q: You mentioned that there are many
families that are being dealt with in the
clothing industry, how do you deal with
them?

A: we are dealing with them directly by
giving them the raw materials, and they
carry out the work for a certain fee.

Q: Did you face difficulties in dealing
with these families, for example
increasing the working fee with other
people in return for move money?

A: Actually, we faced such obstacles,

and we are still facing them, but we are
giving them the deserved fee, and we
do not want to prejudice any worker.
And we don't get satisfied by teaching
only one family, but we do this with
many families so that we guarantee the
working process.

Q: This product is a local manufacture
and it is distinguished; in your opinion,
for example, is this clothing popular
outside “Yemen”?

A: Yes, it is popular outside “Yemen”, for

example in Saudi Arabia, it is one of the
countries that asks for “ Krok” but in the
form of cloaks.

Q: Brother, Ateek, I finally thank you
for your generosity and cooperation
with us, do you have a message that you
maysend through the tourism magazine
or a final statement you want to say?
A-ThefirstmessagethatIwouldliketosend
istothebrotherimporterfromtheoutside.
We..We want them to know that this
is a local, heritage and distinguished

product, so we want them to buy the
classic, local products, and promote
them inside and outside because they
are manufactures that last a long time
and of high quality, and another message
to the consumer who heads out to buy
the foreign product that lasts mothns
while the local product lasts longer over
the years, and one last word, I thank
the tourism magazine that gave me the
opportunity to talk through it and thank
you.

17
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A:Asfortheleather,we gotitfrom“Sanaa’
and “Omran” and “Khamer” and others,
and it is taken according to the quality
of dye and core; and as for the textiles,
they are imported from abroad, from
china and India, but mostly from china.
Q: What are the obstacles that you face
in your work and in the market?

A:There are many problems and obstacles

14
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that we face in our work, and the most
important problem is (the customer, the
market and the clothes that come from
outside)

For example a customer comes by and
says I need cloth and cloak and suddenly
the customer gets excited and says (this
is expensive, for in the market it is at
2000 riyal and you say 7000 riyal).

In reality the customer does not know
the value of the product while the
cloth or the cloak of 2000 is not worth
anything, but it wears out in a period of a
few months, while the cloth of the 7000
lasts till the generation of grandchildren
and this actually causes us a big trouble,
and one of the obstacles that we face is
monopolizing the leathers the traders

and taking the leathers from the market
in the pretext of not having working
forces in order to dye the leathers because
the fee of dying is little.

Q: Did these problems make you stop
working and stepping back or did you
go on working, and did it ever occur to
you to leave this occupation?

A: Actually, I did not think of leaving this
occupation, rather I continued working
and I faced these obstacles with struggle,
and thank God whenever we have
problems and difficulties, we face them

with greater efforts, and thank God in
the last two years people have know the
value of these clothes and their positive
influence, and I thought of developing
them as I mentioned earlier, but I kept
on working, and people started to know
the value of the distinguished leather
product and its long lasting.

Q: To which extent does the price of the
“Kurk”,

Cloth or cloak?

A: It depends upon the quality of the
leather and textile. For example the

price of the normal < kurk” reaches from
7000 to 10000, but the genuine “Kurk” it
ranges from 10000 to 40000 riyal, and all
this is according to the demand and the
leather or textile pieces

Q: Is this trade profitable?

A:This trade is not profitable but we are
content with our fees that we get from
the customers because the customer pays
for the piece, and, we, in out turn do the
work for the specified fee.

Q: O want to know, given the fact
that this work is seasonal, do you have

15
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With the traditional craftsman “Ateek

Kabea”, we had this conversation.
Filmed and interviewed by “wadia
Mohammad”

Question: What can you tell us about
the trade that you do with the family?
A: My name is “Ateek Ali Kabea”, I
work in the trade of making and sewing
clothes, textiles, shirts, cloaks and the

12
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roll of turbans, and I learned this trade
from my late father. As for whether I like
this trade; yes, I like it because it is my
livelihood, and it is my only craft.

Q: Explain to me how you learned this
craft and what difficulties you had?

A: Actually, as I already said, I learned
this trade from my father with whom I
used to go to his workplace and sit beside

him and he used to teach me in the
meantime until I learned and mastered
this trade, and as for the difficulties, I did
not face any difficulties or obstacles.

Q: we go back, brother “Ateek”, to the
bottom line, do you still preserve the
old heritage in this clothing or you
deviated from it?

A: As a matter of fact, no we did not

deviate from the framework of heritage,
for we still maintain it, but we introduced
some small changes in terms of cutting
for instance and in terms of textiles, and
all this is done according to the demand
of the customer and to the contemporary
time because now we are living in a
modern era and people like appearance,
but as I said it is done according to the

demand and wish of the people.

Q: Brother, Ateek, you talked about
development that you have made,
and did this development make these
clothes popular or what?

A: As I said before, the development was
not made in the leather or the quality
of clothing in itself, but it was done in
packaging the product and in cutting.

For example: when a customer comes by
and wants American or French cutting;
therefore, with this simple development
we were able to win and the product
became popular.

Q: Brother, Ateek, you mentioned
leather and textiles, from where do you
import the leather and textiles, and
where did you get this idea from?

13
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Our products are luXurious
ast for hundreds

of years!!

n ‘yemen” crafts, hand craft and traditional industries passed on

through generations are predominant. And as much as these crafts

vary to include industries and countless crafts, these industries

get high importance with in the heritage system and the teeming

national civilized inheritance, and considered a source of pride for the
subsequent generations. In an attempt to shed the light on the concerns and
issues of these trades, and to attract the attention to the dangers loomed, we
present through this corner in each edition of the magazine, atrade that was
passed on, by hosting one member of the families that have been known for
inheriting a certain kind of trades apart from others for centuries.
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island and the dock of “Alkasem’ in the
northwest of the island and the seaport
of “luboten’ in the north of the island-
the dock of “Idarat Alhamia’ in the ease
of the island and the dock of “Khortunis’
the dock of “Sayek Al-reh’in the north
of the island.

The Sites of diving:

Many diving sites surround the island,
and they are considered tourist attraction.
The most important sites are the sites of

8
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diving in the south of the island.

The diving sites in the south west of
“farha’, the diving sites in the beach
region of <,Almahaseen’ the diving sites
of “Akmabkara’ region.

As for the diving sites in the
“Archeabilean’islands, they are the diving
sites in “Rasha’ island, “Aljabool’ island-
the small island of “Akbean’ the big
island of “Akbaan’ the island of “Katama’.
The island of “Alzboeir’. Also the factor
of security in the island represents the

most prominent attraction to it just like
the other “yemen’ islands even though
the basic and social services in the island
are in desperate need for development.
According to the information, the island
used to be called “Komran’ in the past
due to the appearance of moonlight
reflection on the surface of its sea, so it
is seen as two moons and not one moon
until it became known as “Komran’.

Its historic status and strategic location
made the British queen “Elizabeth’

choose “Komran’ island to spend the
honey moon in the island which has
clear natural atmosphere and which is
to be a natural masterpiece distinguished
from the others, so that those who
were assigned to get this, find out that
“Kamran’ island is the island that was
described by the queen to spend her best
days of her lifetime.

'The palace of the British queen “Elizabeth’
that she spent her honey moon in still
stands, and it is an archeological palace

which attracts a lot of tourists and
visitors for its status, but it turned it into
“ruins’ which made its previous historic
symbolism fade away.

And according to “Marsh’, there are
recommendations from the cultural
ministry to transform it to a tourist village.
There are also in the island ancient,
historic, archeological landmarks which
transform “Komra’ into a global, tourist
facade if it is drawn, rehabilitated,
developed, taken care of and preserved it.
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In the year 1867, and the Otamans
expelled them in the year 1882 and
established a quarantine for the pilgrims
in it, and again came back the Britain to
occupy it in the first world war until they
were driven out from it in year 1967.
The British occupation constructed
Kamran airport in the year 1932, which
occupied the island in the year 1915
where warplanes used to take off from it
to strike “Massoua’ and “Asmara’ harbors
during their war against the Italians.
“Kamran’ airport had a commercial
activity in 1940 through opening the
civil airway that connected the Island
with “Eden’.

One of the most important archeological

6
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sites of the island is “kamran’ castle
which many sources assume that it dates
back to the period of Persian occupation
to the island in the year 620. And it was
rebuilt on subsequent periods, one of
which was in 1517 during the Portuguese
campaign. The castle consists of many
separate rooms surrounded by barricades,
and there are stores to preserve grains
and food as well as a water well and a
tunnel.

In addition, the big mosque in the island
in considered one of the most important
historic and archeological landmarks
which dates back its establishing to
“Hussein Al-Kordi’ the leader of the
“Mamolk’ campaign on yemen in the

year 1515, then mosque had repeated
renovation and expansion processes
which took place in the year 1948 by the
former king of Egypt, the king “farouk’
upon his visit to the island, and the
mosque of “Ali jabaneh’is considered one
of the most important land marks which
dates back to the period of “Mamaleed’
presence in the island to deter the
Portuguese campaigns from the south
of the red sea around the year of 921 H,
1515 A.D.

Biology and Plants:

The island is teeming with a lot of the
features of eco beauty and natural and
tourist ingredients where its ingredients

are represented through its splendid
nature which has dense forests covered
with  “Mangrof” trees, and multi
golden sandy beaches in its southern,
northern and western sides along with
clear unpolluted water and a marine
environment free from any pollution,
containing unique coral reefs.

The island is also a home to countless
of creatures, plants and fishes as well
as numerous of diving areas, it is also a
very beautiful environment as a result of
its connection to many nearby islands
which are called “Archabeel Kamran’
islands, the trees of “Al shora’ which
located on the north of the island, and
its area reaches to more than 30 km, are

considered a tourist attraction, and it is
one of the islands that is nominated to be
a candidate for announcing it is a natural
reserve.

Coral reefs are scattered in the south and
west of the island, but they are rare in the
east and north of the island, where the
environment of coral reefs witnesses a big
variety of fishes which made the island
one of the most important fisheries,
especially the fisheries of decorating
fishes in “yemen’.

The beaches of the beautiful Kamran
island are considered the most important
ingredients of the tourist attraction of
the island, and the sleeping fisherman
beaches in the northeast of the island,

the beaches of Makram in the west of
the island and the “Salila’ beaches in the
south of the island.

There are also other tourist attractions
in it, and its docks and anchors are
considered the most important, economic
and social development and which its
Sea docks are scattered on the “farha
morsemater’ anchor in the west of the
island, and the dock of “yartije Bakeess’
on the eastern coast of the island and
the anchor of “Makram’ in the west of
the island and the “Almatjara’ dock in
the east of the island- the anchor of
“Almahaseen’ the dock of “Almahaseen’
on the eastern coast of the island and the
seaport of “Alshora’ in the north of the
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By Nabil Hassan al-Faqih
Minister of Tourism,
Chairman of the Board of
Directors
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The sports tourism at present tourism is
no longer restricted to visiting ancient
ruins left by ancestors or viewing the old
sites that passes on to the generations and
other forms of known traditional tourism
especially in our Arab region, but there
is a new global trend to create new forms
of contemporary tourism, of which the
one that connects tourism with sports so
that each one serves the other, for most
people prefer to spend vacations and free
time in practicing or watching sports
activities in the developed countries.

And as it is known, the intend sports
tourism is the one that tourist seeks to
practice or watch any kind of sports
that he prefers which includes fishing
trips, practicing water sports, climbing
mountains or hunting birds and beasts as
well as competitions and local, regional
and international tournaments such as
“world cup” and *Olympics tournaments”
and the *world cup for the continents”.
And I think that the hosting of *yemen” to

NN

the Gulf cup in its twentieth version was
one of the new and contemporary kinds
of tourism that “yemen” thanks to its
wise political leadership of his highness
president “Ali Abdalah Saleh” was able
to prove its ability to host such kinds of
athletic championships of regional and
international interest, and to establish
its civilized and historical status, and the
extent of its realization to the importance
of this kind of tourism in the long and
short run as well as its confirmation to
the interest that the political leadership
takes in terms of tourism and its quest
to create kinds of contemporary tourism
and to break the barrier of isolation, fear
and suspicions that the forces of reverse
pulling seeks to establish and frame it to
“yemen” and its image and reputation the
philosophy of sports tourism depends
on two important sides, the first one
is to promote tourism in the recession
seasons, and the other one is to activate
a certain sport and exploit it in these
tourist. Recessed seasons and to attract
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the fans of these sports to take part in
them, and to practice what they like as
well as giving them the chance to see
places considered tourist shrine. For
more future visits, given the fact that
these sites have natural location and a
historical impact, so that the tourism
movement its to be supported along the
side the athletic movement.

Also some of its objectives are to revive
the foreign tourism movement and to
provide new job opportunities and to
achieve as much profit as possible to
the communities and to improve their
revenues and develop the service base
of tourist and sports facilities inside the
country and to create a social, political,
cultural and information move around it.
We also find that many countries have
achieved a lot of distinction for the
tourism promotion through the athletes
in achieving a new tourist product, and
they excelled in using it and introducing
it as an element of tourist attraction

where the athletes and various sports
fans move from one place to another.
Seeking to participate in a sports
competition or watch it and its heroes
in order to quench their athletic desires,
so that would increase the national
income and promote athletic and non-
athletic items and products through the
championship, therefore, the number of
tourist nights would increase, and these
the tourist increases his spending where
the ones who follow up the games are
often high incomes and spending.

The expected result are not only
from activating sports tourism which
represent a new dimension that got into
effect in *yemen” for the first time with
its hosting to this Gulf championship
that assured to the world how stable
and secured “yemen” is, and its proved
the revocation of the false claims that
some media means promoted, and the
extent of support and the distinguished
relations that are considered features
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of the Yemeni foreign policy with the
Arab brothers neighboring countries and
their support to *yemen”, for some of its
results contributed to raise the average
of public social, tourist, sports, national
and political levels and the realization of
the ulterior dimensions of hosting such
sports events.

Also of the results that ‘yemen” was
able to achieve during this host was
create a big competitive force among the
society sections and its members on the
importance of launching the voluntary
work as an aspect that was absent as well
as his ability on answering a lot of sports
questions about Yemeni sports cities
and the level of services provided in
them and the quality of sports facilities
and the core issues of time schedules
to achieve these goals, and all of them
as I think are questions that confirm
the fact that “yemen” through its host
to this championship emerged with a
wonderful experience that deserves a
high appreciation from all of us.
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